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road, then the road in front of the Vandamme columns,
he struck the retreating Prussian battalions. The
first to be assaulted were the F. of the 28th, who lost
two-thirds of their numbers; then he assaulted the F.
of the 1st, who were still 500 yards from the wood
and who had time to form square and to open a regular
fire: the charge of the French cavalry was already
slowing down; the battalion succeeded owing to these
favourable circumstances, in reaching the wood, the
outskirts of which it occupied with one company,
which thus prevented any kind of pursuit.

General Letort was mortally wounded in this affair.

Meanwhile the Exelmans division, debouching above
Chatelet, had routed the 1st Dragoons of Western
Prussia, and driven back a reserve battalion which
had been holding Pironchamps wood. These cavalry
attacks were joined by the Pajol division, which suc-
ceeded at last in outriding the Vandamme columns.
The whole Pirch brigade was in retreat on Lambusart,
where it vainly tried to take up a position again. The
French ^ cavalry did not leave them the time to do so.
The brigade withdrew on Fleurus, then on Sombreffe.
It was now free from attack. Night had come. The
Vandamme Corps established its bivouac between
Winage and Soleilmont wood, covered by the whole
Grouchy cavalry established before Fleurus.

On the road to Brussels, Marshal Ney had halted
the heads of his columns in a line with Gosselies, sending
beyond that point, to Mellet, only one division (Bachelu)
and the Pirf light cavalry, detaching towards Quatre-
Bras the lancers and chasseurs of the Guard. By the
end of the day his most advanced troops were at
Froesnes* The Prussian* Steinmetz brigade (1st) had
reached the road to Sombreffe by a circuitous road.

The losses suffered by the Prussians, at the moment
when they undertook the retreat from Gilly, show
well what difficulty troops experience in extricating
themselves from an. attack if they wait too long before
beginning their movement. This necessity would now-
adays be felt earlier, because modern arms extend
their powerful effects to a far longer range.

In the morning of the following day, the 16tht